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Dear FIF Friends, 
As we enter the new year, we wanted to thank 
you for believing in the idea that a college 
education can change lives. Thanks to your 
unyielding support over the past 7 years, First in 
Family Jackson Hole has evolved into a robust 
scholarship program. We would not have been 
able to grow as we have without the incredible 
support of the Community Foundation of Jackson 
Hole and the generosity of our community of 
supporters. We are so incredibly grateful to each 
of you for your guidance, mentoring and financial 
support

Your donations helped support 42 scholars and 
their families in 2023 and provided $118,717 in 
scholarships. You provided a college counselor 
who advised scholars and reviewed applications 
to 60 colleges and 120 scholarship programs. You 
provided ACT Prep and tutoring to help scholars 
improve their academic performance. You helped 
scholars complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid, the CSS Profile, and other 
financial aid applications through workshops 
and individual advising, earning students over 
$1,020,311 in college scholarships and grants. You 
funded 3 Boot Camp sessions for college-bound 
freshmen to help them prepare for the transition 
to college, 9 monthly Study Break sessions for 
students and staff to gather virtually, and 252 
individual meetings and calls with scholars and 
their families. All of this programming allows 

for 100% college matriculation, 95% of scholars 
returning for a 2nd year, and 75% graduating 
within 6 years. You should be proud to be part of 
such a successful program.

Your continued support allowed us to become an 
independent non-profit organization in August 
2023 and we are grateful to maintain the strong 
relationship with you and with the Community 
Foundation of Jackson Hole in providing 
scholarships to local scholars. 

Your generosity is helping change expectations 
in our community. In our inaugural year, we 
only had four applicants. Those first college 
graduates paved the way for future scholars and 
we currently have 12 college freshmen, 10 high 
school seniors, and anticipate over 25 applicants 
for the program in 2024.

Education is the gift that keeps on giving by 
encouraging social mobility and community 
engagement. Thank you for making these 
opportunities available to local scholars, their 
families, and our community as a whole.

With gratitude,
Mary Speyer, Board Chair, and 
Charlotte Quesada Krugh, Program Coordinator

OUR MISSION
First in Family Jackson 
Hole provides local first 

generation students 
with essential advising 
and financial support 
to succeed in college 

and beyond

OUR VISION
Expand educational 

opportunities so all first 
generation students 

in our community can 
pursue their academic 

and professional dreams



2023 
Achievements

$118,717 
FIF Scholarships received by scholars

501(c)(3)
Received our non-
profit status

2
College graduates in the 
class of 2023 

$1,020,311
Financial Aid from universities and grants received 
by our students excluding FIF financial support

42
28 college students + 10 high school seniors + 4 
college graduates receiving our support currently

16 
Different colleges and universities our scholars 
have attended 

Amherst College
Casper College
Central Wyoming College
Chapman University
Clark College
Columbia University
Johns Hopkins University
Michigan State University

Montana State University
Red Rocks Community College
Tufts University
University of Denver
The University of Utah
University of Virginia
University of Wyoming
Westminster College



2024
Goals

SUPPORT
Accept 10 students, assist 
34 college scholars, 
celebrate 4 new graduates

EXPAND
Mental Health Support and 
develop career coaching, 
internship and mentoring 
programs

GROW
Raise $450,000 from 
individual donors, 
foundations, and grants
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First in 
Family 
Roadmap

JUNIOR YEAR 
HIGH SCHOOL
•	 Apply in March
•	 Accepted in June  

GRADUATE HIGH 
SCHOOL

GRADUATE FROM 
COLLEGE. CAREER 
AND BEYOND     

SENIOR YEAR HIGH SCHOOL
•	 Participate in college readiness activities, (test 

prep, writing workshops and family nights)
•	 Work individually with college counselor to finalize 

school list and complete applications
•	 Apply for financial aid and scholarships
•	 Prepare for transition to college by attending FIF boot camps
•	 Select a college based on admission and financial aid awards
•	 Develop an individualized plan to pay for college

DETOUR? 
•	 Change of major
•	 Study abroad
•	 Academic struggle
•	 Family emergency
•	 Mental health break
•	 Unexpected financial shortfall 
•	 Emergency and supplemental 

funds available, if needed

COLLEGE SCHOLARS RECEIVE
•	 Yearly scholarships
•	 Stipend for books and a computer
•	 Individual check-ins and cohort advising 
•	 Care packages
•	 Mental health offerings
•	 Academic planning assistance 
•	 Ongoing financial aid support 
•	 Career readiness programming
•	 Internship and networking   

opportunities 



Why Our Work Matters
Financial barriers and social disadvantages can prevent first generation students 
from having an equitable path to college, careers, and a thriving future. Nationally, 
only 21% of first generation students attend college, with only 11% of low-income first 
generation students graduating within 6 years. First in Family Jackson Hole aims to 
change this reality for students in Teton County.

First in Family’s program provides comprehensive college counseling, targeted 
tutoring, test preparation, and continuous support from the summer before 12th grade 
through college graduation. Beyond college enrollment, First in Family staff continue 
to advise scholars, provide career coaching, and offer mental health support through 
partnerships with local professionals. Emergency scholarships and supplemental 
funds are also provided as needed.

First in Family Jackson Hole leverages the power of social connection, academic 
guidance, and financial assistance to change the lives of Jackson’s first generation 
students, their families, and the entire community. It is the only local group dedicated 
specifically to uplifting first generation students in our community.

“The support and attention to detail 
provided were extremely helpful 
throughout all the stages of college 
applications. From writing essays, to 
filling out the FAFSA, all the way to 
budgeting for school. These steps that 
would usually be difficult without any 
guidance were made easy thanks to 
First in Family.”

“The help I get from you guys has 
meant a lot and actually think of the 
people in this program as a family 
rather than just a program.” 

“I have a lot less anxiety because when 
I am facing issues in school, I have 
a support team happy and ready to 
help.”

“The financial aspect of the 
scholarship is extremely important to 
me (and) the adult support I received 
helped guide me in my decision-
making. I always knew I had people in 
my corner rooting for me.”



“

Measuring 
Success

“The readiness to help. I do not 
feel like a burden asking for 
help. Everyone is so willing and 
is encouraging me throughout 
college. Without FIF I would not 
have been able to stay in school.”

“Working with First in Family has brought 
the support that I very much needed moving 
forward with college. In a sense, it felt more 
interpersonal and facilitated by asking 
questions and working together in order to fulfill 
goals. It’s been like a backbone, a foundation, for 
the unknowns college brings.”

First in Family
Continuing Ed (nationally)
First Generation (nationally)

Persistence Rates 
(return for 2nd year)Matriculation Rates Graduation Rates 
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2023 Financials

EXPENSES INCOME

Scholarships
41.9%

Corporations
 & Grants

1.9%

Individuals & 
Foundations

36.3%

Development
10.8%

Other 
Income 
6.0%

Operations
12.5%

Student 
Programming
34.8%

Old Bill’s Fun Run
55.8%



Debra Wuersch and Robert Ablondi
William and Barbara Adams
Marcia Kunstel and Joe Albright
Jeanie Anderson
Mary and Dan Armour
Rebecca and Dmitry Balyasny
Jean Barash and Dave Barrett
Geneva Chong and David Barnett
Jennifer and Chris Baxter
Dick and Val Beck
Jennifer Mei and Chase Beninga
Martha and Bill Best
Heather and Rick Black
Ruth Harrington and Tim Bradley
Katie Colbert and Chris Brady
Lynda Brocato
Beth Caputi
Jane Hopkins and John Carey
Nancy and Chip Carey
Susan Durfee and Joseph Cipro
Jeanie and Mark Clark
Emily Cohen
Nancy and Dick Collister
Community Foundation of Jackson 
Hole Grants
Maryann and Timothy Crawford
Peggy and Kirk Davenport
Laura and Dean Egerter
Sylvia Beck and Jay Federman
Jodie Pond and William Field
First Interstate Bank
M.J. and Dan Forman
Lisa Franzen
Ragan Jolly and Alex Freeburg
Laura Gaylord
Carrie and Mike Geraci
Marjorie Gilmour
Lisa Lent and Johannes Gnauck
Susan Mick and Bob Gordon
Helen Chong and Jonah Greenberger
Liz Greenberger

Constance Wieneke and Richard 
Greenwood
Nick A. Grenoble
Alex Dawson and Greg Gricus
Ariel Mann and Richard Grove
Louise and Ralph Haberfeld
Libby and Taylor Hall
Zach Hall
Gigi and Mike Halloran
Nanci and Bob Halper
Curt and Charisse Meadows Haws
Bruce A. Hawtin
Victor Hernandez
Barbara and Chuck Herz
Betsy and Jim Hesser
Anne Hinnendael
Berte Hirschfield
Margaret Hochheiser
Mary and Dennis Hoffman
Cynthia Hogan
Patty and Dick Jaquith
Alison and Dick Jones
Fred Keller
Kirsten and Peter Kern
Mary Katherine and Patrick King
Carrie Kirkpatrick
Debbie and Bob Kopp
Victor Kovner
Mireya Leon Espinosa and Domingo 
Infante
Lisa Lowenfels and Michael Krasula
Charlotte and Bradley Krugh
Berthe K. Ladd
Valerie and George LeFebre
Katherine Swartz and Frank Levy
Jean and Jason Lewis
Shoshana Kobrin and Ethan Lobdell
Lisa Lord-Price
Jim Luebbers
Joan Lucas
Randy Luskey
Virginia and Kenneth Mahood

Carol Mann
Adrienne and John Mars
Mary Rawls Cooke Berkeley and 
Richard D. Cooke Jr.
Ruth and William McClure
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Alice and Rodman Moorhead
Elizabeth and Art Murphy
Erika and Julius Muschaweck
Anne and Rodney Newcomb
Bill Newton
Jack and Carole Nunn
Old Bill’s Fun Run Match Fund
Rika and Jeff Olson
Monica and Peter Overly
Andrea Gomez Oxman and Alexander 
Oxman
Kristin Painter
Veronique and Marshall Parke
Margaret and Tony Paulus
Carol and Christopher Peck
Hadyn Peery
Noemi Perez
Leslie Petersen
Lisa Lord-Price
Carol and Steven Poole
Irene Griswold-Prenner and John 
Prenner
Elizabeth Storer and Luther Propst
Susie Rauch
Shelby and Rosie Read
Reed Armijo
Molly Stewart and Ryan Bell
Kathy and Louis Reichardt
Annie and Travis Riddell, Jackson 
Pediatrics
Carol Riddell
Elizabeth W. Ridgway
Sherry Smith and Robert Righter
Lynn and William Ringer
Lynn Fleisher and John Roberts
Larrie Rockwell

Elisabeth Rohrbach
Lori and Laurent Roux
Diane H. Schafer
Barbara Zelazo and Michael Scher
Maggie and Brian Schilling
Carol and Craig Schwender
Koreen and Paul Sheridan
Barbara and John Simms
Nancy Jarrell and Ed Smail
Ariana Snowdon
Margot Snowdon
Laura and Will Soltau
Mary and Jim Speyer
Tim Speyer
Noa and Ted Staryk
Veronica and Gary Silberberg
Lynn and John Straker
The Sugarman and Fredstrom Family
Jennifer and Mike Tennican
Karen Skaggs and Edwin J. Thomas II
Nancy Leon and Charlie Thomson
Thursday Roundtable Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Jackson 
Hole
Shirley and Wesley Timmerman
Barbara and Stanford Trachtenberg
Sandra and Bruce Tully
Melissa E. Turley
Polly and Wayne Turner
Juliet Unfried
Amy and Steve Unfried
Nancy and Roger Vincent
Polly and Sandy Wakeman
Jade and Dave Walsh
Adrienne and Peter Ward
Mary Elaine and Bob Weber
Berta and Carroll Wetzel
June and Steve Wolfson
Melody Lin and Loring Woodman
Wyoming Stargazing
Laura and Mark Yockey
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S Board Members

Mary Speyer 
Chair of the Board
Zach Hall 
Founder and Secretary
Chase Beninga 
Chief Financial Officer
Nataly Espinoza	
Bruce Tully
Laura Yockey

Advisory Committee 
Joe Albright
Jean Anderson
Rebecca Balyasny
Liz Greenberger
Emily Hoffer
Patty Jaquith
America Martinez
Susie Rauch
Hannah Sell
Jim Speyer
Charlie Thomson
Barbara Trachtenberg
 
Staff
Charlotte Quesada Krugh
Program Coordinator
Mariana McFarlane
Student and Family Coordinator
Annie Putnam 
Operations Coordinator
Lindy Sayers 
College Counselor





firstinfamilyjh.org


